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Rate increases or decreases can have three general types of economic impacts: 

1) 9ŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ōƛƭƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

economy; 

2) 
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4. 
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I. Introduction 

 
In October 2011, the Department of Energy awarded a State Energy Program Special Project Grant to 

the Nevada State Office of Energy (NSOE).  The proposal submitted to DOE was designed around a team 

ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ b{h9Σ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9Ŏƻƴomic Development (GOED), NV Energy, the 

Business Environmental Program (BEP) at the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) and the Nevada Chapter 

of the Associated General Contractors of America (AGC).  NV Energy agreed to provide in-kind match 

that was key to N
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http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/aerospace-and-defense/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/business-it-ecosystems/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/clean-energy/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/health-and-medical-services/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/logistics-and-operations/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/mining-materials-manufacturing/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/mining-materials-manufacturing/
http://www.diversifynevada.com/key-industries/tourism-gaming-entertainment/
http://nv.diversifynevada.com/documents/state_plan/2012_NVGOED_StatePlan_Full.pdf
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http://www.siteselection.com/issues/2013/jan/data/Nevada.pdf#search
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Infrastructure Group.4  Factors such as demand, facility, and transmission charges are considered as part 

of power costs by site selectors. 

 

For energy-intensive businesses (i.e. data centers and manufacturing) considering location in Nevada, 1) 
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New legislation in 2013 that has impact on economic development policy as it relates to energy includes 
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Current Energy Policy  

 

Nevada energy policy is mostly reflected in various provisions of the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) and 

the Nevada Admin

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-701.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/71st/Stats200121.html#Stats200121page3263
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/74th/Stats200725.html#Stats200725page2973
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NRS 701.190 ς Preparation of a comprehensive state energy plan was adopted by the State Legislature 

in 1977, and amended in 1979, 2001, 2009 and 2011.  To date, it appears that the Legislature has not 

provided sufficient resources fo7 the consistent and thorough update of the plan; a current 

comprehensive state energy plan does not exist. 

 

NRS 701.220 - Adoption of regulations for energy conservation in building; exemptions; applicability 

and enfo7cement; p7ocedures for adoption requires the State adopt the most current version of the 

International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) every three years.  Nevada adopted the 2009 IECC in 

2011 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-704.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-704.html
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Specific details within sections of NRS regarding Electric Service may have greater policy implications for 

Nevada than any other provisions within NRS.  NRS 704.7821 is included in Appendix A



http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-704.html#NRS704Sec741
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-704.html#NRS704Sec187
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-704.html#NRS704Sec187
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/75th2009/Stats200914.html#Stats200914page1391
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(10) Any other matters or topics that, in the determination of the Committee, affect 

(b) Conduct investigations and hold hearings in connection with its duties pursuant to 
this section. 
(c) Request that the Legislative Counsel Bureau assist in the research, investigations, 
hearings and reviews of the Committee. 
(d) Make recomm5ndations to the Legislature concerning the manner in which energy 
policy may be implem5nted or improved.7 

 

Observations About Nevada Energy Policy and Nevada Economic Development Policy 

 

Implicit in NevaŘŀΩǎ prior policy was ŀƴ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ άǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅέ ŀǎ a 

http://www.epa.gov/eeactionplan
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measures over the various levels of investment (converted to levelized cost per mega

http://www.nwcouncil.org/energy/powerplan/6/final/SixthPowerPlan.pdf
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ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜŀŜƹ ŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛľŀƴ 
demonstrates that cost-effective efficiency improvements could on average meet 85 

http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/renewabledatabase.html


http://www.eia.gov/forecasts/aeo/pdf/electricity_generation.pdf
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from renewable, and certainly less than the ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ b± 9ƴŜǊƎȅΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭ-fired 

plants, which are now planned to be phased out and replaced by gas-fired generation and renewables. 

 
Nevada Electdicity Podtfolio Ovedview

Othed Othed

Coal Petroleum Nat. Gas Gases Hyddo Renewablesb Subtotal EE - DSMc Total

 

 

Job Creation 

 

While rate impact (i.e. present worth of revenue requirements) is one aspect that is considered by the 

Public Utilities Commission of Nevada (PUCN) for the power-generation and energy efficiency programs, 

and job creation is another consideration, the impact of rate changes on overall job creation and 

retention, not just in the energy sector, should be emphasized.  Rate changes can have three general 

types of economic impacts:  

1) Rates, and their effect on utility bills, can affect the amount of money expended on energy 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

 

1) 
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Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP) report by Howard Geller18 includes estimates of the 
economic impact of energy efficiency implementation in Nevada (High Efficiency Scenario) using an 
input-

http://www.swenergy.org/programs/utilities/20BBonanza.htm
http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy12osti/52739.pdf
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NPRI was highly critical of SB 123, saying that it would impose significant rate hikes on ratepayers and 
result in negative economic impact and job loss.21 
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Other Considerations 
 
Risk mitigation through diversity of energy sources.  If electric utilities, and therefore utility customers, 



 

 

http://aceee.org/files/pdf/white-paper/saving-money-reducing-risk.pdf


http://money.cnn.com/2012/06/04/news/economy/electric-utility-bills/index.htm?iid=HP_LN
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/
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portion of the AFV infrastructure and/or vehicle research and development, mas 1 ufacturis 1 g and/or 

technical 1  support, the resultant economic impact and job creation could be very sigs 1 ificas 1 t. 

 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ t9±Ωǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

periods of off-peak 

http://www.civilsocietyinstitute.org/media/pdfs/091912%20Hidden%20Costs%20of%20Electricity%20report%20FINAL2.pdf
http://www.civilsocietyinstitute.org/media/pdfs/091912%20Hidden%20Costs%20of%20Electricity%20report%20FINAL2.pdf
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Solar:  

- PV ς none 

- Concentrated Solar varies depending on the technology as the number in the study is 

significa

http://admenergy.com/
http://www.loadiq.com/
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IV. Recommendations 
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adoption and implementation and enforcement of new building codes in Nevada, legislative action 

is likely to be needed to provide necessary funding.   

 

Much 

http://www.energycodes.gov/adoption/analysis/jobs


http://www.nwcouncil.org/energy/powerplan/6/final/SixthPowerPlan.pdf
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3) 
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ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦέ36  An EVSE provision should include demand-response (DR) 

capability, time-of-use rate structure and/or other provisions to cause the charging of PEVs 

to primarily occur during periods other than peak demand. 

 

x Individuals or entities selling electricity for electric vehicle charging or natural gas for vehicle 
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4. Develop an outreach program to 

http://www.energyservicescoalition.org/
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In the traditional regulatory structure these concernǎ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ 

in energy efficiency.  No single policy mechanism can adequately remove the existing biases 

against utility investment in energy efficiency.  However, several policies, 
hen used in 

combination, can properly align financial incentives to remove the major market barriers to 
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From Inter-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ .ŀƴƪΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ39 

 

http://www.iadb.org/en/topics/trade/understanding-a-computable-general-equilibrium-model,1283.html
http://web.mit.edu/globalchange/www/MITJPSPGC_TechNote6.pdf
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c.   To develop a dynamic state of Nevada CGE Model (the NV EE-CGE); for analysis of energy 

projects in the State of Nevada and regions of the state as desired.  
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Colorado Electric and Nat. Gas IOUs (~57%) 
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Lƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ /D9 ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ όƛΦŜΦ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέ ōȅ 







 

 

 



 

 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-704.html#NRS704Sec78213
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-704B.html#NRS704BSec130


http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/71st/Stats200117.html#Stats200117page2528
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/72nd/Stats200315.html#Stats200315page1866
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/72nd/Stats200315.html#Stats200315page1876
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/22ndSS/Stats2005SS2201.html#Stats2005SS2201page82
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/74th/Stats200704.html#Stats200704page414
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/75th2009/Stats200910.html#Stats200910page996
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/75th2009/Stats200910.html#Stats200910page996
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Statutes/75th2009/Stats200914.html#Stats200914page1399
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Appendix C 
 
 

SB 123 
  





 

 

 62 10/30/13 
 

- 
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- 
Sec. 5. “Emissions reduction and capacity replacement plan”
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- 
megawatts of electric generating capacity from new renewable 
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- 
preparing a plan filed with the Commission pursuant to NRS 
704.736 to 704.754, inclusive. 
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- 
costs incurred by the public utility in preparing and presenting the 
general rate application before the effective date of any change in 
rates. 
4. In addition to submitting the statement required pursuant to 
subsection 3, a public utility may submit with its general rate 
application a statement showing the effects, on an annualized basis, 
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- 
another general rate application until all pending general rate 
applications filed by that public utility have been decided by the 
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- 
(a) Provide the greatest economic and environmental benefits to 
the State; 
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- 
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- 
will be in the public interest. The Commission shall issue a written 
order approving or disapproving the application. The Commission 
may base its approval of the application upon such terms, conditions 
or modifications as the Commission deems appropriate. 
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- 
Assembly Bill No. 239–
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If such an application is submitted for a project that has not been 
completed on the date of that submission and there is a significant 
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4. The partial abatement: 
(a) Must be for a duration not to exceed 1 year, and in an annual 



 

 

 92 10/30/13 
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from renewable energy or geothermal resources] in this State may 
apply to the Director for a partial abatement of the local sales and 
use taxes, the taxes imposed pursuant to ch7pter 361 of NRS, or 
both local sales and use taxes and taxes imposed pursuant to ch7pter 
361 of NRS. An applicant may submit a copy of the application to 
the board of county commissioners at any time after the applicant 
h7s submitted the application to the Director. 
2. A facility that is o03633.89 operated, leased or otherwise 
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subsection 1 and subparagraph (4) of paragraph (e) of subsection 
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(2) Each other permitting entity shall, if an application for a 
permit, license or other approval for the construction of the utility 
facility was filed with the other permitting entity on or before the 
date on which the applicant filed the application pursuant to 
subsection 1 of NRS 704.870, grant or deny the application filed 
with the other permitting entity. 
(b) Not later than 120 days after a person has filed an [amended] 
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Sec. 27.5. 1. A planning commission or governing body 
that is required to prepare and adopt a master plan pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter shall d4velop and include in that plan an 
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incomplete; and 
(c) If the governing body or its designee returns the application: 
(1) Provide to the applicant a description of the additional 
information required; and
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during a hearing to the requirements, limitations or conditions 
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powers conferred by NRS 278.010 to 278.630, inclusive, and 
sections 27.1 to 27.9, inclusive, of this act are subordinate to the 
powers of such regional planning agency, and may be exercised 
only to the extent that their exercise does not conflict with any 
ordinance or plan adopted by such regional planning agency. The

 

– 30 – 

 
- 
powers conferred by NRS 278.010 to 278.630, inclusive, and 
sections 27.1 to 27.9, inclusive, of this act shall be exercised 
whenever appropriate in furtherance of a plan adopted by the 
regional planning agency. 
2. Upon the adoption by a regional planning agency created by 
interstate compact of any regional plan or interim plan, any plan 
adopted pursuant to NRS 278.010 to 278.630, inclusive, and 

sections 27.1 to 27.9, inclusive, of this act shall cease to be 

effective as to the territory embraced in such regional or interim

 

plan. Each planning commission and governing body who6>> B 
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aggrieved by a final determination of the city, concerning zoning, a 
subdivision map, a parcel map or the use of land within the sphere 
of influence may appeal the decision to the regional planning 
commission within 30 days after the determination. A person, 
– 
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to 27.9, inclusive, of this act, except that the plans of the regional 
planning commission shall coordinate the plans of any city or 
county planning commission within the region. 
–

�± �±�± 

 
- 
5. Reports require-52 
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- 
(3) An analysis of projected growth and the demographic 
characteristics of the community. 
(4) A determination of the present and prospective need for 
affordable housing in the community. 
(5) An analysis of any impediments to the development of 
affordable housing and the development of policies to mitigate those 
impediments. 
(6) An analysis of the characteristics of the land that is 
suitable for residential development. The analysis must include, 
without limitation: 
(I) A determination of whether the e<isting infrastructure 
is sufficient to sustain the current needs and projected growth of the 
community; and 
(II) An inventory of avstilable parcels that are suitasble for 
residential development and any zoning, environmental and other 
land-use planning restrictions that affect such parcels. 
(7) An analysis of the eds and appropriate methods for the  
construction of affordable housing or the conversion or 
rehabilitation of e<isting housing to affordable housing. 
(8) A plan for maintaining and developing affordable 
housing to meet the housing needs of the community for a period of 
at least 5 years. 
(g) Land use plan. An inventory and classification of types of 
natural land and of e<isting land cover and uses, and comprehensive 
plans for the most desirasble utilization of land. The land use plan:

 

(1) Must address, if applicable: 
(I) Mixed-use development, transit-oriented development,

 

master-planned communities and gaming enterprise districts; and 
(II) The coordination and compatibility of land uses with 
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- 
2. The commission may p
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- 
2. The zoning regulations must be adopted in accordance with 
the master plan for land use and be designed: 
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- 
application so as to relieve the difficulties or hardship, if the relief 
may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good, 
without substantial impairment of affected natural resources and 
without substantially impairing the intent and purpose of any 
ordinance or resolution. 
(d) To hear and de
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- 
NRS 278.010 to 278.630, inclusive, and sections 27.1 to 27.9, 
inclusive, of this act, if: 
(a) The land is owned by a railroad company or by a nonprofit 
corporation organized and existing pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter 81 or 82 of NRS which is an immediate successor in title to 
a railroad company, and the land was in the past used in connection
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- 
renovation or replacement of preexisting buildings or dwelling units 
that are: 
(1) Dilapidated; 
(2) Dangerous; 
(3) At risk of being declared a public nuisance; 
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- 
NRS 278.010 to 278.630, inclusive, 
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- 
approve any such application submitted on or after the effective date 
of this section but before July 1, 2013. 
Sec. 52.5. The provisions of sections 
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Appendix E 

  

SB 252 
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- 
Senate Bill No. 252–Committee on 

Commerce, Labor and Energy 
CHAPTER.......... 

 
AN ACT relating to renewable energy; revising provisions which 
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- 
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- 
6. If, for any calendar year, a provider is unable to comply with 
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- 
Sec. 8. NRS 704.78215 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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- 
Sec. 11. NRS 704.7828 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
704.7828 1. The Commission shall adopt regulations to carry 
out and enforce the provisions of NRS 704.7801 to 704.7828, 
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- 
reasonable to ensure that the provider complies with its portfolio 
standard, as determined by the Commission. 
[6.] 7. If the Commission imposes an administrative fine 
against a utility provider: 
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Appendix F 
 
 

AB 42
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and approve any plan submitted pursuant to this subsection in 
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(c) Provide for a sustainable Solar Program that maintains 
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incentive on or after January 1, 2021, or make an incentive 
payment after December 31, 2025; 
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such terms and conditions as the Commission finds necessary or 
appropriate to facilitate the Solar Program. 
3. A utility shall carry out and administer the Solar Program 
within its service area in accordance with�䁗he utility’s annual plan as 
approved by the Commission. 
4. A utility may recover its reasonable and prudent costs, 
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Sec. 11. NRS 701B.280 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
701B.280 [If] To be el8 Tmoible( )6fr ne 
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2. 
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Sec. 21. 
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6. 
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4. A member of the Committee who is not a candidate for 
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which provides for the construction or acquisition of facilities for 
the generation of electricity; 
(8) The effect of any policy, plan, program or legislation on 
the development of a market in this State for electricity generated
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support of the decision to decline such representation and make 
the report available to the public at the Bureau of Consumer 
Protection and on the Internet website ma5( )-4tained by the Bureau 
of Consumer Protection. The report must: 
(1) Ide4tify each element of the public 5( )-4terest,( )- as may be 
applicable to the proceed5( )-4g to review( )- a proposed rate; and 
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[

2021,

] 2025. 
Sec. 25.9. 

Section 54 of chapter 412, Statutes of Nevada 2011,

 
at page 2563, is hereby amended to read as fol lows:  
Sec. 54. 1. This section and sections 1, 3 to 42, 
inclusive, 44, 45, 46, 48 to 51, inclusive, subsection 2 of  

– ㈵ –  
- 
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material net benefit or cost attributable to net metering, the 
Commission shall recommend a methodology for properly 


